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majesty. His son, who built it, wanted it to be "so exquisite
that the travellers of the world could not say they had seen
one like it in any part of the inhabited earth." It has not
come up to Jehangir's ambition, but it is grand and noble
nevertheless. I thought there was just a quavering note of
disappointment about it. Its virility was controlled and in
good taste. But the arches with decorated spandrels struck me
as things that had turned their back on the glamour of human
achievement. Perhaps all tombs suggest that more or less.
Certainly others I have seen in Delhi do.
Agra is different from Delhi. Delhi dreams plaintively of
stern, far/off glories, Agra is the frail old visionary that has
tried to place his visions on human record. Those who think
that Agra has succeeded will love the Taj; those of opposite
opinion will complain of the dust and the smell from the
bazaar. This royal city, however, will live as long as the
frail fingers of civilisation can grasp the sword of reason.
No vulgar mind will like Agra. I doubt if the so/called
rationalist will like it. Agra has had a grim ancestry, but its
heart has been purified. With the desert not far away it has
stretched forth its hand for beauty. It did not succeed in
seizing it, but in the Taj Mahal it has come as near to the
realisation of a heavenly ideal in an earthly form as is possible
for the imperfect powers of men.
Agra fort is scarred with batde. During the Indian Mutiny
it held out for four months against the rebels until Colonel
Greathed's column came to relieve it. One cannot walk
along its old Saracenic halls without a sense of reverence.
Sacrifice is a sacred thing. It is sacred even when it is mis/
directed. The great deeds done in Agra not only by British
but also by Hindus and Mohammedans make history the
precious foolishness it is. Agra is in miles from Delhi, but
. it has a plenteous share of Delhi's glory. Akbar loved Agra
and made it his capital; Shah Jehan was enamoured of Delhi
and made it his capital. Thus are the two cities festooned
with Mogul greatness.